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Jodo Shinshu Teachings are 700
years old. It means that many, many
people had and have repeated these
Teachings over and over, trying to
transmit the message delivered by
Shakyamuni Buddha and recapitulated
by Shinran Shonin a long time ago.
However, by just repeating and repeating,
some so-called useful sentences become
simply slogans. Slogans usually sound

good, but if they don't meet the reality,
they become meaningless.

For how many of us does Jodo
Shinshu have a value only because of
tradition? For how many of us does Jodo
Shinshu seem to be only some slogan
without any connection with everyday life,
without any practical utility?

One person asked me frankly, "You
see, you told us that Namu Amida Butsu
and Buddha are the same. Please explain
this to me. As | understand It, we have,

for example, FIRE, which burns and we
have the word, "fire," which doesn't burn
at all. The word is only the name of the
fire; it doesn't have any property of the
fire. It is a symbol of something that
truly exists. A word, as a word, exists
only in the language. The language
names the reality, but never becomes the

reality itself. So, how can the Name of
Buddha be Buddha himself?"

I thought, and I still think, this is a

very good question: How can the Name
be Buddha himself?

It is true that any language can
only name reality, but doesn't have any
real existence (except the linguistic one)
and doesn't develop any action, though it
can provoke and name it. It is because
all ways of human communication,
Including languages, are the product of
the human mind; they have been
developed by humans. '

Other beings have developed their
own ways of communication. For
example, a cat's language ‘is partly
understandable by humans, though
indirectly through observations by living
together and sharing similar experiences.
However, any type of communication has
some limit. There isn't one language for
all of us for spontaneous communication.
We all have developed slightly different

body languages, gestures, customs, and
SO on.

All these differences are conditioned
by the properties of our human minds,
which is unable to penetrate anything
limitlessly. This limitation of our mind
causes trouble in understanding
somebody else totally, even if we establish
quite direct communication. Every one of
us feels obligated to prefer, defend and
protect him or herself first of all. In a
very natural way, everybody believes that
our own ways of thinking and acting are
the best ones, at least for ourselves. Our
native language is the easiest to learn,
our family customs are so natural to

. follow, etc.

Actually, though, there is nothing
special in any native language or culture.
The preference comes from the fact that
we have learned them since the starting
point of our education. Japanese kids
born in the United States don't have any
difficulty in learning English but may find
it hard to learn Japanese as an adult if

they were given an education only in
English.

We may imagine similar limitations
in our own experiences. We take it as
natural that a dog cannot write a book
nor a fish able to read our writings. A

fish probably doesn't know much about

we humans at all.

And we, like the fish in the above
example, cannot understand Buddha
totally untll we become Buddha
ourselves. Buddha, as an existence, is



impossible to imagine by a human. We
may learn a little about it, but we can
never thoroughly understand it because of
this basic reason: BUDDHA IS
UNLIMITED by nature and we are limited.

As fish have to go through many
transformations, life after life, to finally
become a human, we also, working on our

evolution in a so-called natural way, have
" to live numerous cosmic cycles, called
KALPAS in Buddhist literature, to become
finally Buddha. But, if a fish has some
fortunate conditions to establish some
relationship with a human and to develop
mentally in such company, its evolution
would be shortened. If a human has
received good enough conditions to
establish, as a human, some relationship
with Buddha, he or she will take the
benefits of the shortening of individual
evolution.

Buddha realized that all what is
necessary for humans to become Buddha
Is just Wisdom. All  our human
limitations and imperfections are caused
by ignorance, the lack of Wisdom, the lack
of any true knowledge of how things are.
Wisdom, to be a true, genuine one, must
become a very natural property of any
given mind. It must become the only
reality. Because of this, Wisdom cannot
be taught at any school, cannot be told; it
must be developed by the mind.

Every human has such potential to
develop Wisdom. But it needs some rare
and special conditions to be gained for
such transformation. It is very difficult to
receive such conditions and thus it
spontaneously happens only once in
many, many KALPAS.

Amida Buddha, who used to be
just a human before He became Buddha,
decided to help humans to get the same
happy existence He had just possessed for
himself. He could do it because, as
Buddha, He became unlimited. He also,
as Buddha, became very powerful, and He
did IT! He established the way in which

people can become Buddha much sooner
and much easier than in the case of a
natural spontaneous evolution.

He did it for all of us because He
used to be a human and because He
knew by experience how long and painful
this spontaneous process of development
from human to Buddha is. So, He did it
because of His Absolute Compassion.

Because He became, as Buddha,
the Absolute Wisdom, He knew how to
help us and make it reality. To
accomplish this alm, He first established
His Vows, the 48 Vows actually, which
embrace all possibilities of how all types
of wvarlous individuals can become
Buddha.

Being a Buddha, unlimited and not
attached, not bound by any form, He took
a form, the best one from His point of
view, to communicate with us. He

established His Name as THE LIVING
FORM OF BUDDHAHOOD among people.
People, no matter how limited, may be

told about the Name, may utter the name,

may learn in the Name how to listen
directly to the Buddha, and may be able
to communicate with Buddha.

To make His Name work this way,

‘Amida-sama practiced for five KALPAS,

five more times than a universe needs to
develop and to cease, to gain such a
powerful Energy. Just to make our ability
of growing up into Buddha shorter, to
change many KALPAS of evolution into a
few lifetimes, it needs the Energy, the
Cosmic Energy, the impossible-for-us-to-
imagine Energy. Such Energy Buddha
put in His Name and the Japanese people
named this Energy MYOGO.

Buddha is the Wisdom, the total
Wisdom. But He is also, at the same
time, the Energy which can act upon
anything and create anything. This

Energy can take any form, but when it is

FORMLESS, it is impossible to be seen or
felt by beings bound by forms. Form is a
limitation. Any form means some






