Agnes Myoshu Jedrzejewska
Korinji, February 2nd, 1992

Namu Amida Butsu!

Korinji is & Jodo Shinshu temple, This is a Buddhist
temple and Amida Buddha is the subject of worship here,
Amida Buddha is symbolized by the standing statue in the
center of our altar, He is shaped as a man.

But Buddha is not a man. Buddha is the special kind of
existence, the spiritual existence, a very powerful one.

We use to describe the Buddha ag immesurable, as with-
out limit, as being beyond our imagination, as existing
in 10 directions of space, as being beyond time and space,
as presenting the perfect Wisdom, as being the nature
of the true happinesS.ees..

But there are no words to describe Buddha. Actuafly we
cannot grasp Him by reading about Him, discussing Him or
thinking about Him, We dort have such possibilitieg; just
like an ant cannot see the whole elephant,no matter the
position and distance the ant may take., The only way to
know that kind of existence called Buddha is to grow up
spiritually and to become one with Buddha., We all may
become Buddha, and there will be the time for every of
us to transform into Buddha. We are told about this direc-
tly by Sakyamuni Buddha who reported the story about bodhi-
satvva Dharmekam who wanted to save all beings and did
immesurable practices as a Buddha, incorporated these prac-
tices into His Name - Namu Amida Butsu- and dedicated the
practice of His Name to all people seeking the true, eter-
nal happiness and the release from samsara,

The only condition to be saved by Amida Buddha through
the Power of His Name /called Myogo/ is to be seeking for
this salvation,is to be 100% sure that we want to be saved
by Amida Buddha by His Name,

It is easy to say, but it seems to be difficult to get.
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Why? Because everybody wants to be happy, but each one

has got his own idea about happiness. And our own ideas

of happiness have got nothing to do with Buddhas Wisdom.
Instead of knowledge about our karmically conditioned

life we play with our imaginations produced from our

illusory point of view. Bven if we are told about Wwhat

is the truth, we dont believe that, we do believe in

ourselves., This way we rely first of all upon ourselves,

our own illusory reason, and we dont trust to Buddha 100%.
This way we are not possible to seek to be saved by

Him,because in the deepness of our heart/mind we dorM trust

in Him enough to let Him do with us what He wants to.
Actually, we are afraid of Him and we feel His Power

as something Big which could take something precious from

us away, which may demolish us as we are, which can invade

us.

way. No. Usually people dor't like to formulate such an

idea very precisely. They prefer to keep it in subconscious
level of their mind., And this unclear attitude to Buddha

is mostly manifested by many "objective™ obstacles to be

a devoted follower of Buddhas Teaching. Tirst of all we
dort have enough time to think about salvation, about our
death, about our life, about Teaching, about ourselves,
There are so many urgent things to do every day! We dorM
have any minute to ask ourselves for what we are doing.

We repeat action after action just becausee our parents
and grandparents did the same, because everybody around us
does that, and we gre not left even®sedond to feel how
unique our life is, and for what we ought to use i,

Buddha is calling us from "eternal space™ any moment,
but we don't have ears to hear. Too busy. Instead of to
open our ears to His Voice, to realize that every of us
is an unrepeatable mind having the great potentiality to be
transformed into Buddha, we prefer to behave like ants
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and we choose rather to follow the customs than to get
personal spiritual experience, We prefer to believe in.
somebody else's religious realization than to get our
oWn,

But we cannot be saved by any belief., Neither Shinran
Shonin nor any other saints can save us. Bven Buddha cannot
save us without our participation in our salvation.
Nothing can be done with our mind beyond our own capacity,

We must grow up into Buddha. So we must be fully awere
of every bit of this growing, every moment of this mental
transformation has to be our very experiencemé For as we
realize the world and ourselves personally, until we
feel separated from other beings, until we believe that
it is better to kill somebody than to be killed, that
our children are more precious to us than other kids,
and s0 on...we are the ordinary humans.,

To be Buddha means to kill such an ordinary way of
thinking, to be free of it, to be free from the "reality™
of our ego. To become the Buddha means the death of our
ordinary way of thinking, means the death of our ego.

And this means our salvation, not the moment of the death
of our body.

As far as we are humans, we cannot change our way of
thinking which is based on the experience of our ego,
our personality separated from other personalities.,

To do such transformation Buddha gave us the practice of
His Name - Nembutsu.

Through His Name we may participate in very powerful
Buddhist practices established to transform the human
mind. The p%rticipation in such a mental change is the
great experefnce, very happy event., Until we will not get
it, we oughr't to believe in any miracles and salvation.
Buddhism means the reality of our life and ourselves,
not miracles. But the true reality, not our own fantasy
about that. Another Name of Buddha is Tathagata, it

means One who Knows the Truth.






